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                    January 2026 
Learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn.  
 

General Meetings    Our first general meeting of 2026 is on Thursday 22nd 
January.  On this occasion we welcome back Kathryn Harkup who will be 
speaking on “The Secret Lives of Molecules”.  More details of her talk are given 
in the Chairman’s Report. 
Also on the agenda will be teas and coffees (bring your own cups), the book 
swap table and a few group leaders who will be letting us know what their 
groups are doing.  It all starts at 2.30pm. 
 
Chairman’s Report    First, a happy new year to all members. I look forward to 
seeing you at one of our main events during the year or at a monthly meeting. 
Please continue to support those hard working members who organize and run 
things for us – and why not a new year resolution to join something new? 
There is much to look forward to this year – including our first Barn Dance in 
March and I hope we may see some new members at our first general meeting 
of the year next week when Kathryn Harkup will be talking about the secret life 
of molecules. She says she will be ‘revealing the inner lives of the invisible 
molecules that make up our world, ranging from the fundamental to the 
frivolous’ – sounds intriguing! 
We are also planning an Open Day on Tuesday 22nd September during national 
u3a week in September – details to follow. 
 
Fraud and scams   We are all well aware of the need to be wary of fraud and 
scams of various kinds. Recently some members received a scam email which 
purported to come from one of our email addresses. If you think this has 
happened to you, please ignore such a message and report it as soon as 
possible. 
There are websites with much useful advice available online about these things. 
A particularly useful one is from Barclays Bank. Click on 
https://www.barclays.co.uk/fraud-and-scams/ 
If you would be interested in attending a fraud and scam awareness course, 
please let me know. If there is sufficient demand, we will organise one. 
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Finally, I mentioned the Liphook Have a Go group in the last newsletter but only 
had one response as a result – so the report is repeated below in the hope that 
now we are past all the end of year celebrations you might like to think about 
the idea – I hope so.         
 
Liphook u3a’s Have a Go group gets together each year to socialize and to 
discuss activities for the year ahead. There is a spreadsheet and members are 
invited to select their top choices. 
So far parachuting hasn’t attracted many votes but we have had a go at indoor 
sky diving, go-karting, archery, kayaking, clay pigeon shooting, Segway riding 
and crossing the roof of the O2. Craft activities such as copper smelting have 
also proven popular. 
Our 59 members volunteer in turn to organize the monthly activities so the 
workload is shared. In the coming months, we look forward to having a go at 
rifle shooting, willow-weaving, chocolate making and a murder mystery evening. 
As for that parachuting idea - surely someone will jump at the chance one day? 
What an interesting idea – perhaps particularly because such an arrangement 
does not put all the onus on one person but means the work of organising the 
activities is shared among many.  
Would you be interested in joining a Weston Turville Have a Go group? Go on 
– why not - have a go! Please email me if interested. 
Simon Evers   chairman@wtu3a.org.uk. 

Membership Secretary    Mike Munday is looking to step down from his role as 
Membership Secretary for health reasons. Consequently, we are actively 
seeking a replacement, who will need to be computer literate, good with figures 
and well organised.                                                                                                            
If you would be interested in this role, in the first instance please contact Mike 
at membership@wtu3a.org.uk who will give you a full job description. 

Monthly meetings Book exchange       We are looking for anybody who would 
be willing to join the team of members who monthly look after books of the 
very popular book exchange - and also a member who would be willing to take 
over the co-ordination of this.     Please contact Mike Munday at 
membership@wtu3a.org.uk if you can help. Thank you. 
 
 
“New Year, a new chapter, new verse, or just the same old story? 
Ultimately, we write it.” — Alex Morritt 
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Barn Dance   Our much awaited Barn Dance will be on Friday 20th March at the 
Rugby Club from 7pm.  There is a live band with a caller, and all you need is to 
come along and have lots of fun.  You can bring your own nibbles and there is a 
cash bar. Tickets costing £10 each will be on sale at our January General 
Meeting or contact Deborah Brown at barndance@wtu3a.org.uk. 
 
Christmas lunch.  After another successful lunch at the Weston Turville Golf 
Club the venue has been booked for 11th December 2026.  Details to follow 
later in the year. 
After most people had left, a brooch was found in the shape of a flower.  Please 
contact Rosemary Williams if it belongs to you.  mrswills31@gmail.com  
 
Trusted Tradespeople    In addition to running the Christmas lunch Rosemary 
Williams also looks after our database of trusted tradespeople.  All have been 
recommended by our members and if you know of anyone you have used and 
are happy with please let Rosemary know so they can be added to the lists.  The 
contact email is trusted@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS  
 
Quiz Group     The first Friday afternoon quiz of 2026 will be on 23rd January – 
2.30pm in the Chapel Room.  Whether you come on your own or as a group isn’t 
important – just have an enjoyable afternoon. More details from Joy Mantell on 
quizzing@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
Discussion Group   The next meeting of the group is on Friday 6th February – 
10.30am at the Five Bells.  New members are welcome, so just come along on 
the first Friday of each month if you are interested. 
At the last meeting, the group discussed - Do you think that all schools should 
have metal detectors installed? What is the best way to stop shoplifters?  
Should we be setting off fireworks on November 5th and the New Year? 
Terry Jones on discussion@wtu3a.org.uk is the group leader 
 

Joint Coffee morning with ACu3a      Thursday 15th January is the date for the 
first coffee morning of the year at the Five Bells starting at 10.30am. You can 
either just turn up, or Marie Jones on coffee@wtu3a.org.uk will let you have 
further details.  The following one will be on Thursday 19th February. 
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Walking Group     The first walk of the year, and a chance to get some fresh air 
after Christmas and New Year over-indulgence is on Tuesday 13th January. You 
can either meet at the Chandos in the village at 10am or go to the start of the 
walk in Hastoe Lane, Tring for a 10.30 start.  This is a walk of around four miles 
with an uphill start but then good paths although could be some mud if wet. 
Will there be mulled wine afterwards? The following walk will be on Tuesday 
10th February.    Contact Sylv Elliott on walking@wtu3a.org.uk if you want more 
information. 

Card making    There is still room for new cardmakers (meetings are on the 
second Wednesday of each month – 10am to 12.00 in the Chapel Hall – so if you 
are interested let Lindsey Beer know at: cardmaking@wtu3a.org.uk   The first 
2026 meetings are on 12th February and 12th March. 

Trips   We are still looking for one or two people to take over the Trips Group 
from Mandi Simons. If anyone is interested they should contact Chairman Simon 
Evers whilst Mandi will be pleased to offer them support and contact details. 
The perks of leading the group are numerous including choosing where to go 
and having the best seats on the coach!   
 
Handbell ringing       After performances during the festive season, the bell 
ringers are working on different tunes. No musical expertise is necessary as it’s 
all done by numbers. Meeting are held at John Beer’s house on each Friday 
morning. For more information contact John at handbells@wtu3a.org.uk 
 

Theatre visits      “The Talented Mr Ripley” is at the Waterside in Aylesbury on 
Thursday 29th January with tickets costing £42.   
Also at the same location is “Barnum” on Wednesday 25th March.  This show 
features Lee Mead as Barnum and includes the famous tightrope walk across 
the stage.  Tickets are £42 for the 2.30pm matinee.  If you are interested in 
either of these let Melanie Evans know as soon as possible at 
theatre@wtu3a.org.uk 
 
Chess   The group meets on the second and fourth Fridays of each month for 
more chess, chatter and chips at the Chandos Arms in the village.   So the next 
get togethers will be on 23rd January and 13th February.   We welcome new 
members at any time and if you would like to find out more about the chess 
group, please contact Geoffrey Howell on chess@wtu3a.org.uk. 
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Crafts   The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month, from 10am 
to midday in the Chapel Hall, so the next ones are on 14th January and 11th 
February.  Tea and biscuits are available.  Our current members continue to 
support and share their skills — and together we enjoy a creative, friendly 
morning full of ideas and laughter. If you’d like to try something new or learn 
new craft skills, come along and see what we do!  If you are interested have a 
chat with Sandra Crannage or email her at crafts@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
Scrabble   The joint Scrabble group with Aston Clinton u3a plays every 
Wednesday morning from 9.30am at the Five Bells Weston Turville, and usually 
have a group of 9-10 players. We order coffees etc  midway, in appreciation for 
the welcome we get from the pub. We draw partners to start play and then 
midway the winners get chance to shine! While the non-winners (we don't have 
losers!) improve their game!!  
If you fancy having a go please contact Wendy Bailey on 07779 496958  or email 
at scrabble@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
Science and Technology     Thursday 5th February is the group’s first get 
together of 2026.  It will be at 2pm in the Chapel Hall when Air Commodore 
Mark Manwaring will give a talk “How I built an aircraft in my garden shed.”  
Mark will tell how he built an aircraft in his Weston Turville garden shed with 
the aim of breaking the world speed record for circumnavigation of the Earth. 
There will be a £3 charge with some of it going to charity. 
On Thursday 5th March there will be a visit to the National Space Centre in 
Leicester. This incredible place is also home to the UK's largest 
planetarium which offers stunning 360° full dome experiences. This is a full day 
trip by coach and the cost of £50 includes travel by coach, entry fees to the 
museum, together with entry to the Planetarium.  There has been a lot of 
interest in the tour of the Elizabeth Line on Thursday 4th June and there is likely 
to be a reserve list by now.  The visit to Matthews Brickworks is still being 
planned as are various other activities in 2026. Let John Beer at: 
science@wtu3a.org.uk  if you are interested in any of these visits. 
 
Mahjong   The Mahjong Group is actively seeking new members, It is a mixed 
ability group. Though most players are relatively new to the game so whatever 
your skill level you will be welcome.  The group meets in the Chapel Hall on the 
second Thursday of each month from 2pm to 4pm with the next one scheduled 
for 12th February.  So if you want more details please contact Joy Williamson at 
mahjong@wtu3a.org.uk  
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Mexican Train   Susan Horwood has taken over as Group Leader.  The group 
meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month (the next ones are 
on 14th and 28th January) starting at 2pm at the Chandos Arms in the village. 
 
Writing for fun   Please get in touch with Joy Mantell at groups@wtu3a.org.uk if 
you might be interested in writing short stories, accounts of your life or many 
other possible topics.  Group members will be welcome to choose their topics – 
either serious or trivial. The inaugural meeting will be on Tuesday 3rd February 
at 2pm at Joy’s house. 
 
A possible new group - Scrapbook and memory book.  Following on from the 
card making group, Lindsey Beer would like to start this new group.  With 
everyone having plenty of pictures, holiday bits and pieces and would like to 
display them in a book, this could be the group for you.  Weddings and babies 
are excellent ideas for memory books and Lindsey has all the equipment to 
make these items into actual books. Anyone interested should contact Lindsey 
at cardmaking@wtu3a.org.uk or speak to her at the January general meeting. 

     ############# 

Network News   The Thames Valley u3a Network have a couple of Zoom 
presentations coming up shortly.  They are: Thursday 15th January 10.30am, a 
talk “Art on the London Underground”, Wednesday 10th February at 10.30am, a 
presentation “Pop go the Classics” and on Wednesday 10th March at 10.30am 
there is a talk on Sutton Hoo - the awe-inspiring Anglo Saxon burial site in 
Suffolk. The usual booking arrangements apply and details are on their website: 
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk or you can link from our site.   

u3a Conference    The national u3a conference will be held between 1st and 3rd 
July and is again based at the University of York.                                                     
The festival will feature a wide range of activities, talks, workshops, exhibitions, 
sports tournaments and concerts that celebrate the vibrancy of 
u3a.Accommodation will once again be available on site, with more rooms set 
aside this time. The campus is just east of the historic city of York, with excellent 
transport links by train and plenty of parking for those who prefer to drive. On 
site, members will also have access to the restaurant, cafeteria, bar and 
refreshment areas.  More details are on: festival@u3a.org.uk   

“January is that month where you realize you actually have to pay for 
all that Christmas shopping.” 
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