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General Meetings At our last meeting, Stephen Hearn who is a director of
Tring Market Auctions gave us a fascinating insight into the business of buying
and selling as well as some great anecdotes of his many years’ experience as an
auctioneer. The final meeting of the year is on Thursday 27*" November when
Pete Allen will give a festive talk “Oh No it Isn’t; A History of Pantomime”. What
is it about pantomime that attracts us to a strange concoction of fairy tales,
dance, jokes, songs and cross-dressing? The answers to this and to whether
someone really is behind you will be answered in the talk on what has become
one of the greatest British Christmas traditions.

Festive refreshments will be available as will the book exchange and group
tables. It all starts at 2.30pm.

Christmas cards Last month Paul and Sue Brown were selling Barnardos
Charity cards at very reasonable prices and they managed to raise £315 for this
worthy cause. As they still have some left they will be selling them (cash only
please) at the November meeting.

Crafts Also at the November meeting, our Craft Group will be selling some of
their Christmas crafts in order to raise funds for their 2026 projects. Again, it is
cash only please.

Chairman’s Report Our annual Quiz Night on 24" October was, so far as | could
tell, much enjoyed by everyone who was there — although I’'m sorry to report
that my table was noticeably unsuccessful: never mind. Our grateful thanks to
Polly Wilkinson and Joy Mantell for help with the organisation of the evening
and to Paul Fincken and Jane Hobson for masterminding events again.

At the general meeting last month, Stephen Hearn of Tring Market Auctions
kept us amused and interested for a full hour as he told us of his long
experience and all manner of titbits about the life and times of an auctioneer —
and all off the top of his head without any notes!

Thank you to those members who have signed up to help Lorraine Tierney with
teas and coffees at general meetings — it is much appreciated.

Remember to check the website www.wtu3a.org.uk for more up to date information and for any old newsletters
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We look forward to next week when Pete Allen tells us about the history of
Pantomime in his festive talk entitled ‘Oh No it isn’t!” Mulled wine and mince
pies will be served — oh yes, they will . . .

And so we end the year in good heart. | know that a fair number of groups are
getting together to celebrate Christmas and | am looking forward to our main
Christmas lunch at the Golf Club on 12t December, which was sold out some
time ago.

As usual, there is no meeting in December — the next is on Thursday 22"
January.

Mandi Simons Mandi has had positions of responsibility in our u3a from the
very start in 2010, when she was our first Chairman. Since then she has also
been membership secretary, newsletter editor and leader of a number of
important groups, not least organising and leading trips all over the place.
Sandra Crannage has told me she is taking over the Craft Group from Mandi in
January while Susan Horwood is doing the same for the Mexican Train group,
which means that Mandi will have finally ‘retired’ from running things for us.
We are still looking — hopefully — for someone to take on running trips.

We owe a great deal to Mandi for all that she has done for Weston Turville u3a
over the last 15 years and | am really pleased to be able to acknowledge this
here and to thank her sincerely on behalf of all members past and present.
Simon Evers — Chairman chairman@wtu3a.org.uk

Christmas Lunch All tickets for the Christmas Lunch on Friday 12" December
have now been sold. If you need any further information contact Rosemary
Williams on xmaslunch@wtu3a.org.uk

Trips With Mandi Simons retiring as leader of the trips group, we need one or
two members to take on the role and Mandi will offer them support and contact
details. Amongst the perks of taking on the role are choosing where to go and
having the best seats on the coach! If you are interested contact Chairman
Simon Evers.

Barn Dance Our Barn Dance will be on Friday 20" March at the Rugby Club
from 7pm. There is a live band with a caller, and all you need is to come along
and have lots of fun. Tickets costing £10 each will be on sale at our November
and January General Meetings. You can bring your own nibbles and there is a
cash bar.

Books Once again can we remind you that if you are bringing books for the

swap table please remember we don’t want hardbacks.
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

Quiz Group The last Friday afternoon quiz of the year will be held on Friday
28" November starting at 2.30pm in the Chapel Hall. The quiz is not too serious
with 8 rounds of 10 questions. There is a £2 charge which includes tea and
biscuits. More details from Joy Mantell at: quizzing@wtu3a.org.uk

Joint Coffee morning with ACu3a  The final coffee morning of the year is on
Thursday 20" November at the Five Bells in the village starting at 10.30am. You
can either just turn up, or Marie Jones on coffee@wtu3a.org.uk will let you have
further details.

Social Bridge If you would like to join us for a relaxed afternoon of social bridge
every Monday afternoon in the Five Bells and have some idea of how to play the
game, we would be pleased to welcome you. Please contact Simon Evers for
details at chairman@wtu3a.org.uk

Gardening At its last meeting, the Gardening Group was pleased to welcome
the return of local horticulturist Edwin Rye who came along to talk about
Flowering Winter plants. Edwin spoke in some detail about the various plants
for planting and said that winter flowers are always scented and are pollinated
by moths. He especially mentioned snowdrops and outdoor cyclamen, daphne
and winter flowering honeysuckle. Edwin brought with him many of his plants
for sale and as always his presentation was informative and interesting. For
the November meeting (Monday 24" November — 2pm in the Chapel Room)
unfortunately we have needed to cancel the Christmas wreath making
demonstration and will have instead a social meeting with a gardening quiz and
refreshments. The Group does not meet during December or January. If you
wish for further details of the Group or to become a registered member contact
one of the joint convenors Jenny Hunt or Rosemary Williams. Details can be
found on the WTU3A website Gardening Group. Meetings of the Group are
held on the fourth Monday of the month.

Book Group 2 At our last meeting one of our members suggested we read a
book by local author, Dave Sivers - A murder mystery entitled "Dead in Deep
Waters" We are a friendly group who enjoy discussing our latest book and
having a good chat. If you would like to join our group of seven ladies we meet
on the second Wednesday of the month. More details from Rosemary Williams
on: bookclub2@wtu3a.org.uk
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Handbell ringing The group is now concentrating on playing carols so if you
are interested in having a go at handbell ringing, the group meets on Fridays at
10am at John Beer’s house. No musical expertise is necessary as it’s all done by
numbers. For more information contact John at handbells@wtu3a.org.uk

Theatre visits  Our final trip for the year is on Thursday 27" November for a
2.30pm matinee performance of “Inspector Morse — House of Ghosts” at the
Waterside in Aylesbury. Tickets are £30.50.

Another play to start 2026 is “The Talented Mr Ripley” on Thursday 29" January
with Waterside tickets costing £42.

Also at the same location is “Barnum” on Wednesday 25" March. This show
features Lee Mead as Barnum and includes the famous tightrope walk across
the stage. Tickets are £42 for the 2.30pm matinee. If you are interested in any
of these let Melanie Evans know as soon as possible at theatre@wtu3a.org.uk

Patchwork & Quilting Group In true patchwork fashion in the last few months
the group has been working on quilts using offcuts left from previous projects
and at our Christmas party meeting we will be using our smallest scraps and the
“confetti” technique to make a scrap bin. The first project in the New Year will
again be using scraps but this time using our most precious scraps of lace,
ribbons, braids etc. to make a Jewellery roll. The Victorian technique of crazy
patchwork also gives us an opportunity to practice embroidery by hand or
machine. New members, beginners or experienced quilters, are welcome to join
either the morning or afternoon group. They normally meet at Stoke Mandeville
Community Centre on the first and third Tuesday of each month.

Contact Group Leader Maureen Reeves on quilting@wtu3a.org.uk

Crafts The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month, from 10am
to midday in the Chapel Hall, so the next ones are on 10" December and 14t
January. Tea and biscuits are available. We’d love for new members to join us
in the new year. Our current members continue to support and share their skills
— and together we enjoy a creative, friendly morning full of ideas and laughter.
If you’d like to try something new or learn new craft skills, come along and see
what we do! Interested? Come and have a chat with Sandra Crannage or email
her at crafts@wtu3a.org.uk

Mexican Train Susan Horwood will be taking over as Group Leader from Mandi
Simons from the start of 2026. The group meets on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month starting at 2pm at the Chandos Arms in the village.
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Discussion Group The next meeting for a good discussion is on Friday 5"
December at the Five Bells in the village, starting at 10.30am.

Members bring topics that they would like to discuss and while enjoying tea or
coffee they jot down their topics. Here are some of the things that could be
discussed: Every other shop in Aylesbury is now a cafe. Is this the end of the
end of the High Street? Should Rachel Reeves be sacked? Is cremation better
than burial? More information can be had from Terry Jones on 07884 121657
or at: discussion@wtu3a.org.uk or just come along.

Walking Group The walk on Tuesday 11" November was a four mile circular
from Coombe Hill car park. 15 of us enjoyed the autumn colours and the paths
were not as muddy as expected. It was very mild for November.

The group’s Christmas lunch is on Tuesday 9*" December and features a murder
mystery whilst sailing along the Thames on a Georgian boat. The first regular
walk of 2026 will be on Tuesday 13 January. Details from Sylv Elliott on
walking@wtu3a.org.uk

Card making We are still looking for new members. For the last two months
we have made Christmas cards and the variety has been great. We are meeting
next month (Thursday 11*" December) and will be learning about different
shapes of cards ready for the New Year. We will also be having a food and drink
so anyone is welcome to come and talk to us. Most of the group members said
they could not make a card but over the first few months of the group they
proved themselves wrong. Lindsey Beer — cardmaking@wtu3a.org.uk

Science and Technology The group’s new year starts on Thursday 5%
February — 2pm in the Chapel Hall when Air Commodore Mark Manwaring will
give a talk “ How | built an aircraft in my garden shed.” Mark will tell how he
built an aircraft in his Weston Turville garden shed with the aim of breaking the
world speed record for circumnavigation of the Earth.

On Thursday 5™ March we go to the National Space Centre in Leicester. This is
an incredible place for anyone interested in space and science! It's also home to
the UK's largest planetarium which offers stunning 360° full dome experiences.
This will be by coach for a full day trip. The cost of £50 includes travel by coach,
entry fees to the museum, together with entry to the Planetarium. Further
ahead is another visit to Matthews Brickworks for those who couldn’t get there
last time, and a guided tour of the Elizabeth Line has been scheduled for
Thursday 4" June. Let John Beer at: science@wtu3a.org.uk if you are
interested in any of these.
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Chess The chess group meets at 12.30 pm on Friday 12t December, at our
usual venue, the Chandos Arms, for our members' Christmas lunch. This is our
last meeting in 2025. Our January meetings will resume our normal pattern of
meetings on the second and fourth Fridays of each month. We will meet to
enjoy chess, chat and cuisine (not necessary in that order) at 12.30 pm on 9%
and 23" January at the Chandos. We welcome new members at any time. If
you would like to find out more about the chess group, please contact Geoffrey
Howell on chess@wtu3a.org.uk.

Scrabble We are a scrabble group who play at the Five Bells every Wednesday,
from 9.30am to 12 midday We combined with the Aston Clinton group at the
time of the recovery from the great Covid epidemic.

There about ten of us who play regularly, but some players turn up less than
that according to their availability. If anybody is interested in joining us, either
telephone in advance, or come along on a Wednesday by 9.30am. to introduce
yourself. Wendy Bailey 01296 398119 - scrabble@wtu3a.org.uk

Mahjong The group is currently in limbo due to lack of support. Unless we can
get 11 people who are willing to pay £20 each for the hire of the chapel hall for
the entire year, we may have to abandon the group. At present we have only 7
or 8 regular players and they are all keen to keep the MahJong group going.

All of our group have always been willing to welcome and help others who
maybe have never played Mah Jong or have played it many years ago and
forgotten how to play. All interested people are welcome no matter what their
knowledge or lack of it is for Mah Jong.

So, if you or anyone you know wants to keep this group going please join us.
Joy Williamson: mahjong@wtu3a.org.uk

Another possible new group Another possible group in the pipeline is:

Writing for fun There is a saying ‘Everyone has a book in them’ Perhaps an
exaggeration! Please get in touch if you feel the idea of writing short stories,
accounts of your life and lots of other topics would appeal. Email Joy Mantell at
groups@wtu3a.org.uk

Thames Valley Network u3a news The TV Network regularly hold an online
quiz via Zoom, organized and run by Avis Furness. The Winter Quiz is coming up
on Friday 5th December at 2.30pm. Teams are randomly selected on the day.
This event is free of charge, and places can be booked via the website
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk
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