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                    December 2025 
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
 
 

http://www.wtu3a.org.uk/


Remember to check the website www.wtu3a.org.uk for more up to date information and for any old newsletters 
and articles. Use the Search box or tag words on the right of the page. WTU3A has its own Facebook page 
with lots of photos on. Search for it, ask to join and within no time at all you could be viewing the albums. 

General Meetings   Our final meeting of the year was a great occasion with Pete 
Allen giving a festive talk on one of the great Christmas traditions - pantomime. 
He spoke on the history of pantomime and told us what attracts people to the 
strange concoction of fairy tales, dance, jokes, songs and cross-dressing. We 
also had the traditional mulled wine and mince pies thanks to the efforts of 
Lorraine Tierney and her team.  Unless you want to come along on the fourth 
Thursday of December when nobody else will be there, the following meeting is 
on Thursday 22nd January. 
 
Chairman’s Report    Pete Allen’s talk on the history of Pantomime at last 
month’s general meeting was as interesting as it was entertaining and was a 
fitting end to a year during which we have had a range of excellent speakers.  
If you haven’t been to a general meeting before, why not make a new year’s 
resolution to give it a try one Thursday? For instance, on 22nd January, we have 
Kathryn Harkup talking about the Secret Lives of Molecules. Kathryn has been to 
talk to us before and was so entertaining then that Carol Johnson (our Speaker 
Secretary) has asked her to come again.  
You would also then have a chance to find out about various other activities, 
pick up a paperback (or donate one), meet friends old and new - and enjoy a 
free mug of tea or coffee. We regularly welcome about 120 members each 
month but it would of course be good to see more. 
The annual Christmas lunch on 12th December at the Golf Club was well 
attended (in fact a sell-out) and very successful. Our grateful thanks go to 
Rosemary Williams for her impeccable organisation and also to the staff at the 
club who looked after us very well. I was also pleased to be able to make a 
presentation to Mandi Simons to mark her fifteen years of work on our behalf. 
Have a Go Group   I came across this intriguing article in the Autumn edition of 
the u3a Matters magazine.  Liphook u3a’s Have a go group gets together each 
year to socialize and to discuss activities for the year ahead. There is a 
spreadsheet and members are invited to select their top choices. 
So far parachuting hasn’t attracted many votes but we have had a go at indoor 
sky diving, go-karting, archery, kayaking, clay pigeon shooting, Segway riding 
and crossing the roof of the O2. Craft activities such as copper smelting have 
also proven popular. 
Our 59 members volunteer in turn to organize the monthly activities so the 
workload is shared. In the coming months, we look forward to having a go at 
rifle shooting, willow-weaving, chocolate making and a murder mystery evening. 
As for that parachuting idea - surely someone will jump at the chance one day? 
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What an interesting idea – particularly because such an arrangement does not 
put all the onus on one person but means the work of organising the activities is 
shared among many. 
Would you be interested in joining a Weston Turville Have a Go group? Go on 
– why not - have a go! Email me at chairman@wtu3a.org.uk. 
Meanwhile, I hope all members have a really good Christmas – 
Simon Evers – Chairman      
 
Christmas cards     The sale of Barnado’s Christmas cards at the last two general 
meeting raised around £330 for this wonderful charity.  Thanks to Paul and Sue 
Brown for organising it.  
 
Barn Dance   Our Barn Dance will be on Friday 20th March at the Rugby Club 
from 7pm.  There is a live band with a caller, and all you need is to come along 
and have lots of fun.  Tickets costing £10 each will be on sale at our January 
General Meeting.  You can bring your own nibbles and there is a cash bar. 
 
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS  
 
Quiz Group    With no quiz in December (as it would have been on Boxing Day) 
the next round of quizzes is on Friday 23rd January in the Chapel hall. There is a 
£2 charge which includes tea and biscuits.  More details from Joy Mantell at: 
quizzing@wtu3a.org.uk 

 
Gardening   The final meeting of the year of the Gardening Group took place on 
24th November and was a social occasion with buffet tea.  Mike Wise had 
prepared a unique and challenging Gardening Quiz of some fifty questions.  
For the second part of the afternoon after tea break members worked 
studiously to find answers to a series of jumbled letters to form into words 
connected with gardening.  Winners of the afternoon were table of Sue and Bob 
Taylor, Polly Wilkinson and Helena Bradbury. The winners were presented with 
chocolates and Mike was suitably thanked for his contribution.  
There are no meetings in January or February with a snowdrop walk taking 
place at the beginning of February.  The next formal meeting of 2026 is on 
Monday 23rd March in the Chapel Room when Edwin Rye will be coming along 
to address a topic of gardening interest. If you are interested in joining the 
Gardening Group please find details on WTu3a website or contact Jenny Hunt 
on 07831 241877 or Rosemary Williams on 07949 171652 Joint Group Leaders  
 

http://www.wtu3a.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@wtu3a.org.uk
mailto:quizzing@wtu3a.org.uk


Remember to check the website www.wtu3a.org.uk for more up to date information and for any old newsletters 
and articles. Use the Search box or tag words on the right of the page. WTU3A has its own Facebook page 
with lots of photos on. Search for it, ask to join and within no time at all you could be viewing the albums. 

Joint Coffee morning with ACu3a      Thursday 15th January is the date for the 
first coffee morning of the year at the Five Bells starting at 10.30am. You can 
either just turn up, or Marie Jones on coffee@wtu3a.org.uk will let you have 
further details. 
 
Handbell ringing       After performances during the festive season, the carols 
will have finished and the bell ringers will be working on different tunes. No 
musical expertise is necessary as it’s all done by numbers. Meeting are held at 
John Beer’s house on each Friday morning. For more information contact John 
at handbells@wtu3a.org.uk 
 

Theatre visits      A play to start 2026 is “The Talented Mr Ripley” on Thursday 
29th January with Waterside tickets costing £42.   
Also at the same location is “Barnum” on Wednesday 25th March.  This show 
features Lee Mead as Barnum and includes the famous tightrope walk across 
the stage.  Tickets are £42 for the 2.30pm matinee.  If you are interested in 
either of these let Melanie Evans know as soon as possible at 
theatre@wtu3a.org.uk 
 
Crafts   The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month, from 10am 
to midday in the Chapel Hall, so the next one is on 14th January. Tea and biscuits 
are available.  Our current members continue to support and share their skills — 
and together we enjoy a creative, friendly morning full of ideas and laughter. If 
you’d like to try something new or learn new craft skills, come along and see 
what we do!  If you are interested have a chat with Sandra Crannage or email 
her at crafts@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
Scrabble   I run the Scrabble group for the U3A Weston Turville and Viv Gardner 
represents Aston Clinton. We combined at the time of the pandemic, and it has 
worked well for everybody. 
We play every Wednesday at the Five Bells Weston Turville, and usually have a 
group of 9-10 players. We arrive at 9.30 am ready to start play at 9.45, and 
usually two games take us until 11.45am. We order coffees etc  midway, in 
appreciation for the welcome we get from the pub. We draw partners to start 
play and then midway the winners get chance to shine! While the non-winners 
(we don't have losers!) improve their game!!  
Wendy Bailey 07779 496958 - scrabble@wtu3a.org.uk  
 
"Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and 
more beautiful." – Norman Vincent Peale 
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Walking Group   Some 50 members of the walking group had an enjoyable 
three hour cruise on the Georgian boat along the river Thames from Windsor. 
During the cruise eight of the group showed us their talents as actors in a 
Murder Mystery. Unfortunately one of them was murdered! We had plenty of 
laughter and enjoyed a two course meal with a glass of Prosecco. 

The first walk of the year, and a chance to get some fresh air after Christmas 
and New Year over-indulgence, will be on Tuesday 13th January.  
Sylv Elliott on walking@wtu3a.org.uk  has full details.     

Card making    If you were at the last general meeting you would have seen 
some of the lovely cards made by the group. There is still room for new 
cardmakers (meetings are on the second Wednesday of each month – 10am to 
12.00 in the Chapel Hall – so if you are interested let Lindsey Beer know at: 
cardmaking@wtu3a.org.uk   The first 2026 meeting is on 14th January. 

Science and Technology     The group’s new year starts on Thursday 5th 
February – 2pm in the Chapel Hall when Air Commodore Mark Manwaring will 
give a talk “ How I built an aircraft in my garden shed.”  Mark will tell how he 
built an aircraft in his Weston Turville garden shed with the aim of breaking the 
world speed record for circumnavigation of the Earth. There will be a £3 charge 
with some of it going to charity. 
On Thursday 5th March we go to the National Space Centre in Leicester. This is 
an incredible place for anyone interested in space and science! It's also home to 
the UK's largest planetarium which offers stunning 360° full dome experiences. 
This will be by coach for a full day trip. The cost of £50 includes travel by coach, 
entry fees to the museum, together with entry to the Planetarium.  There has 
been a lot of interest in the tour of the Elizabeth Line on Thursday 4th June and 
there is likely to be a reserve list by now.  The visit to Matthews Brickworks is 
still being planned as are the other activities in 2026. Let John Beer at: 
science@wtu3a.org.uk  if you are interested in any of these activities. 
 
Chess   The final meeting of the year has now been and gone, so we look 
forward to the second and fourth Fridays of each month for more chess, chatter 
and chips at the Chandos Arms in the village.   So the first get togethers of the 
year will be on 9th and 23rd January. We welcome new members at any time. If 
you would like to find out more about the chess group, please contact Geoffrey 
Howell on chess@wtu3a.org.uk. 
 
"The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear." – Will Ferrell, Elf 
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Mahjong   The group is currently in limbo due to lack of support. Unless we can 
get 11 people who are willing to pay £20 each for the hire of the chapel hall for 
the entire year, we may have to abandon the group. At present we have only 7 
or 8 regular players and they are all keen to keep the MahJong group going.   
All of our group have always been willing to welcome and help others who 
maybe have never played Mah Jong or have played it many years ago and 
forgotten how to play. So, if you or anyone you know wants to keep this group 
going please contact Joy Williamson:  mahjong@wtu3a.org.uk  Meetings are on 
the second Thursday of each month so the next one is on 8th January. 
 
Mexican Train   Susan Horwood will be taking over as Group Leader from Mandi 
Simons from the start of 2026.  The group meets on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month starting at 2pm at the Chandos Arms in the village. 
 
Trips   We are still looking for one or two people to take over the Trips Group 
from Mandi Simons. If anyone is interested they should contact Chairman Simon 
Evers whilst Mandi will be pleased to offer them support and contact details. 
The perks of leading the group are numerous including choosing where to go 
and having the best seats on the coach!   
 
Two possible new groups # 1 Writing for fun   Please get in touch with Joy 
Mantell at groups@wtu3a.org.uk if you might be interested in writing short 
stories, accounts of your life or many other possible topics.  Group members will 
be welcome to choose their topics – either serious or trivial. 
 
# 2 Scrapbook and memory book group.  Following on from the card making 
group, Lindsey Beer would like to start this new group.  With everyone having 
plenty of pictures, holiday bits and pieces and would like to display them in a 
book, this could be the group for you.  Weddings and babies are excellent ideas 
for memory books and Lindsey has all the equipment to make these items into 
actual books. Anyone interested should contact Lindsey at 
cardmaking@wtu3a.org.uk or speak to her at the January meeting. 

Network News   The Thames Valley u3a Network have a couple of Zoom 
presentations coming up in the New Year.  They are: Thursday 15th January 
10.30am, a talk “Art on the London Underground” and Wednesday 10th 
February at 10.30am, a presentation “Pop go the Classics”.  The usual booking 
arrangements apply and details are on their website: www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk 
or you can link from our site.  
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