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                    June 2022 
Learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn,laugh,live,learn.  
 
Last meeting   It was certainly a busy and well supported afternoon with our Annual 
General Meeting preceding the 10th Anniversary (+2) Bake Off.  There were plenty of cakes 
for everyone to enjoy and presentations were made to the winners of each category – 
whilst all other entrants received a memento for their efforts and the two judges 
(completely neutral) were presented with flowers. 
A presentation was also made to Mandi Simons as she was the leading light in the 
formation of WTU3A some twelve years ago. 
So after various slices of cake and a glass of Prosecco all 140 attendees went home happy. 

 
Next meeting   Our next general meeting is on Thursday 23rd June when we have a 
presentation by Paul Barwick entitled “Nancy Wake; WW2 Spy” 
Nancy became part of the escape route for Allied personnel evading capture from German 
forces in Southern France, driving an ambulance converted to hold hidden escapees. 
Nicknamed ’The White Mouse’ by the Gestapo who tried to capture her, she fled to London 
in 1943. She joined the Special Operation Executive where she learnt new skills such as Spy-
craft, sabotage, radio communications and how to kill using her bare hands.  
The meeting starts at 2.30pm at the Rugby Club. 
The following meeting is on Thursday 28th July – the second event of the anniversary 
celebrations - which is the hog roast.  Apart from the food there is a performance by the 
Folk, Blues and Beyond group and also the raffle for the wonderful quilt made by members 
of the Patchwork & Quilting group. 

Officers and Committee    The first committee meeting after the AGM sees the 
confirmation of committee roles, so for 2022/23 your committee is: 

Chairman   -   Chris Bennett 
Secretary   -   Rosemary Williams 
Treasurer   -   Mike Bennett 
Webmaster   -   Heather Macknight 
Membership Secretary -   Simon Evers 
Speakers Secretary -   Carol Johnson 
Publicity   -   Mike Wise 
Group Liaison  -   Ken Shaw 
Local Liaison   -   Jenny Hunt 
Committee   -   Diana Connolly, Sylv Elliott, Annie Edwards 
We still have a couple of spaces available if anyone wants to be co-opted onto the 
committee. 
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Chairman’s Report.   Well that went well, didn’t it? Two events in the space of a week or so. 
First our Bakeoff, held together with the AGM on the 25th May. The rugby club was packed, 
yes I know we had tables taking up room but our wonderful 10+ Anniversary committee, 
together with our catering team think they served up to 140 people tea and cakes! That’s a 
terrific turnout, thank you all for your support.  
Congratulations to our winners, Sandra Crannage (most creative cake) Yvonne Shaw (best 
taste) & Lynda MacKay (best decoration).  Thanks to all the other entries for your support, 
without your cakes the afternoon would not have been possible. And once again, many 
thanks to Ken and his 10+ Anniversary Committee – Arlene Bocking, Mary Duly, Lynne 
Paget, Liz Thomas & Julie Whitehead together with Lynn White, who heads up our tea 
team.   
Having tried out the new Petanque terrain a day or so before, we were ready to show it off 
to visitors to the village Jubilee Fete. There was plenty of interest from young and old, 
including visiting Aylesbury MP, Rob Butler. Ken Shaw says he allowed him to win!! It also 
gave us the opportunity to talk to people about u3a, with one or two saying we will see you 
at your next meeting, including one couple who are on their way but are yet to move to 
Weston Turville! Many thanks to all of you who spent time at the fete, your support greatly 
appreciated. 

Membership renewals   Many thanks to the 337 members who have to date paid the 
membership fee for the year: we are very grateful. If you have paid, I hope you have 
received an email from me acknowledging this. If not, please let me know. As you are 
aware, we are using a new system this year and there have been a few glitches along the 
way. If you are one of the 64 current members who have not yet paid, please do so now! I 
look forward to hearing that you have done so. At £10 for a year’s membership, I hope you 
will agree that this is very good value. 

Simon Evers  Membership Secretary    membership@wtu3a.org.uk  

 
10 Year + 2 Anniversary    After the success of the Bake Off, the next event is the Hog Roast 
at our July general meeting (Thursday 28th).  This starts at 1pm with food served from 2pm 
More information will be in the next newsletter. 

The 10+2 Anniversary 60's Night to be held at The Aylesbury Rugby Club on Wednesday 
28th September commencing 7.30pm.  Music by The Blue Moons, Buffet by Kings Farm. 
Tickets £20 per person. Maximum number 120. Bookings will commence at the July 
monthly meeting.  If you would like to book a table for 10 people - 7 tables will be held to 
allow for this. The table host will be responsible for collecting the money. Further details in 
the July Newsletter. 

The final celebratory event is the quiz night with a fish and chip supper on Saturday 15th 
October at Weston Turville Village Hall. 
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Janet Hawkins   A message from Janet’s daughter Julia   On behalf of dad, myself & Phil 
please can I ask you to do a ‘round robin’ in your newsletter just to express our gratitude to 
all those who attended the funeral on Friday and sent messages, cards and donations for 
mum. It was humbling to feel the love and friendship in the room which we will forever 
remember - thank you x 

Aylesbury Vale U3A      Our colleagues from Aylesbury Vale U3A are running trips to Suffolk 
(Kentwell Hall and Long Melford) on Wednesday 6th July – cost £37 – and to Arundel Castle 
on Monday 1st August - the cost is £42 for coach and castle entrance. Any of our members 
wanting to go on this trip will be made very welcome. Details from: outings@avu3a.org.uk  

Thames Valley Network   The network is now having study days using both Zoom and as 
face to face meetings.  The next online one is on the History of Wallingford on Friday 8th 
July and details of all their efforts until the end of the year can be found on the website:  
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk   

WTU3A/ACU3A Joint Coffee Morning   The next coffee morning will be on Thursday 23rd 
June from 10.30 to 12.00 at the Five Bells in Weston Turville.  Everyone is welcome to drop 
in or stay for a chat and a drink of tea, coffee or anything else. Marie Jones   07733412295 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS       

Visiting Churches   The next visit is on Tuesday 12th July to St Mary’s Church in Chesham 
starting at 2.30pm.   If anyone is interested who is not on the e-mail list please contact 
Odette Harris at churches@wtu3a.org.uk. 

Science & Technology    On Thursday 7th July we are going to Combe Mill which was the 
Blenheim Estate workshops. This costs £20 (no coach provided) which includes 
refreshments on arrival and on leaving. However you will need to bring a packed lunch. We 
also have a guided tour of the mill and workshops. Meet at the Five Bells for 9.45 for car 
share or meet at the venue for 11am.   On Thursday 1st September we have arranged a 
visit to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. They will provide a guide to show us around at a 
cost of £8, entrance is free. We will have to make our own way there probably by Park and 
Ride from the Pear Tree car park. Still a provisional date of Thursday 6th October is a trip to 
the Great Stink which concentrates on the sewerage system of 19th century London. The 
tour starts in London, then by river taxi to a point where we can go to The Crossness 
Museum, a Victorian marvel of a pumping station. The cost is about £39 plus coach travel. 
Please let John Beer know if you are interested in any of these visits and more details of 
them all can be had from John on science@wtu3a.org.uk    

 “I wonder what it would be like to live in a world where it was always June.” 
~ Lucy Maud Montgomery 
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Petanque  Now we have the new facility behind Weston Turville Village Hall, the group is 
using it every Monday afternoon. With more space there it also means more people can 
play so if you are interested let Ken Shaw know on:  petanque@wtu3a.org.uk 

Garden Visits     There may be a few places left for the trip to Prince Charles’ Highgrove on 
Tuesday 5th July. It will cost £42 for garden admission and the coach. Highgrove is a series 
of interlinked gardens created over 40 years which reflect the Prince’s artistic ability.  On 
Friday 12th August there is a trip to Wormsley Walled Garden near Stokenchurch which is 
on the Getty family estate. This will be by car and further details can be had from Mary Duly 
on:  gardens@wtu3a.org.uk  

Walking Group   Last month 14 members of the WTU3A walking group had an enjoyable HF 
holiday at Abingworth Sussex. The weather was kind to us with warm sunshine and no rain. 
The HF hotel was very comfortable with good food and service. There were three levels of 
walks each day so there was something suitable for everyone. One evening we had a quiz 
which a team from Weston Turville U3A won. The next evening we had indoor curling and 
John Masters (WTU3A) came 2nd.  A most enjoyable walking break. 

The next monthly walk is on Tuesday 12th July and Sylv Elliott will be in touch with group 
members with walk details.  Anyone not on her mailing list can get information from her 
on: walkers@wtu3a.org.uk   

Chess   Although the group has been dormant for a while, Geoffrey Howell is looking to 
restore it with games being played either online or face to face. Anyone interested should 
contact him on:  chess@wtu3a.org.uk   

Wine Appreciation Group 2   This new and increasingly popular group next meets on 
Wednesday 22nd June at 7.15pm at The Chapel Hall, Weston Turville.  To book your place or 
if you need more information, contact Chris Bennett at wine2@wtu3a.org.uk.  

Friday Bridge Group    We are a friendly, mixed ability bridge group (not beginners) who 
meet in St Anne’s Hall Wendover once a week on Fridays.  You do not need a partner to 
come as we choose pairs randomly on arrival.  If you are at all interested, you would be 
made very welcome but in the first instance please contact Brenda Spruce at 
bridge@wtu3a.org.uk.  

 

“In June as many as a dozen species may burst their buds on a single day. No 
man can heed all of these anniversaries; no man can ignore all of them.” ~ Aldo 
Leopold 
 


