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NEWS FROM OUR CHAIRMAN: I would like to say a huge thank you to those WTU3A members who 

volunteered to put their names forward for the committee next year: I think it reflects well on our U3A that people 

are prepared to be involved and help with the organisation. Well done to you all. As some of you may know we 

have had a U3A stand at the Weston Turville Village Fete since we first started the U3A. Initially we wanted to 

tell people we were here but this became obsolete within a couple of years as it seemed from our membership 

expansion that people were finding us without the need for advertising! So we changed the remit to try and show 

the sort of activities our U3A does and to show everyone that being retired did not mean we sat in a chair all day 

watching day time television..….Well the time has come again for this year’s fete which is on the afternoon of 

Saturday 24
th

 June at the village hall. We would like to get a small working party together to take over the 

organisation of our stand and to decide on our theme for the year. It would mean attending the fete and/or getting 

volunteers to run the stall for the afternoon, but there is plenty to watch, visit, eat and drink and of course visitors 

to talk so you will not be bored. If you are interested in being a member of the working party or could volunteer 

for an hour or so on the day or even beforehand please contact Mandi Simons who will collate responses.  

Pat Housego 

SPEAKER: Our next meeting is on Thursday 23
rd

 March when we have a talk by Geoffrey Farrer-Brown 

who will be giving a talk on Medical Detection Dogs, and may bring a dog with him. Please don’t arrive 

before 2pm unless you want to help set it all up!  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS: . Membership Renewals will be due after 7th April 2017 (no payments before 

please).  You should have received an email or letter giving you details of your unique membership number and a 

membership renewal form together with notes on renewing - please read carefully.  Although we are introducing 

Bank Transfer as a method of payment, cheques will definitely be accepted. Mary Duly 

TRIPS: The trip to the Black Country Living Museum on Friday 12
th

 May is 

proving popular so put your names down quickly as only a few spaces left. We will be 

leaving about 8am and returning about 6 ish. The cost will be in the region of £25 each. 

A £10 deposit is required. This museum has 300 years of history recreated in realistic 

settings with a village and charismatic residents to chat with, trams to ride; games to 

play; things being made; and stories to hear. There are free rides on and in old vehicles, 

a boat and an underground mine to explore and several places to wine and dine! Check the website on 

www.bclm.co.uk if you haven’t yet seen this place on the TV!  

The second trip is on Friday 7
th

 July to the English School of Falconry where a “hands on” day with all sorts of 

animals is planned: Leave WT. 9.15am: 10.30am - Arrive at centre, met by the falconers and given 

an introduction over tea/coffee. 11.00am - Split into two groups: Group 1 - Handling of the different 

species of owls, hawks and falcons. Group 2 - Free fly some of the different species.11.30am - Flying 

Display. 12.15pm - 1.15pm – BBQ 1.15pm - Swap the groups over. 

2.00pm - Animal and Critter Show, guests will meet and handle different 

species of reptiles, snakes, and mammals, including alpacas, shire 

horses, rabbits and other furry critters!. 2.30pm - Flying Display, optional this display is 

different to the 11.30am display. 3.15pm - Eagles, guests will have the opportunity to meet and 

handle some of our eagles including American Bald, African Fish and Chilean Blue. 4.00pm - 

Free time: Time to view the centre and farm. Then home again for tea! The cost is £42 which includes the morning coffee 

and lunchtime BBQ.   The school sell this package as an individual ‘experience day’ for over £70 for half a day! For those 

persons nervous about flying birds there are plenty of other things to see and do. Mandi Simons, Mary Duly and Pat Housego 

SCIENCE AND TECH GROUP: The visit to the Paper Mill 6th April is all arranged and those booked to attend 

should have had an email to give the arrangements. Entry fee is £9 and should be paid ASAP. There are still places 

available. There is good news on the Amazon trip 4th May, I have managed to secure a second group on the same 

day so that anyone else who wants to go can. This is a free trip. The Chatham Dockyard trip 1st June is all 

arranged at a total cost of £25.50 for entry and coach fare.  There are some places left but those who have booked a 

place should have had an email with the details. For 6th July we will be in the Chapel for a talk on the Four minute 

warning. John Beer 
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GARDEN GROUP: This month I will be taking names and cheques for our garden visit to West Green House, 

The Opera Garden, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire .RG278JB. Created by garden designer Marylyn Abbot, it offers 

four seasons of beauty, contrast and inspiration.' A magical garden ' as featured in the Telegraph's Best Walled 

Garden to visit. Garden visit is on Thursday May 18th leaving Weston Turville at 12.15pm by coach arriving for 

our garden visit at 1.45pm. The visit includes garden entry, introductory talk followed by tea, coffee, cake or a 

cream tea. Total price if you are a National Trust member including coach is £26.00. Please bring your N.T. Card 

on day of visit please. Non N.T. member cost is £34.00. This garden is disabled friendly. For our visit to Ascott 

House and gardens we will leave the Five Bells, Weston Turville at 1.30pm. Unfortunately garden tours are not 

available at Ascott. Drivers needed. A thank you to all who volunteer to do this for the garden group. 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS: Our next visit is on 28Th April visit to Lavenham and Long Melford The cost is 

£16.50 . N.T. Card needed. Few seats left. Chandos 8.50 shops 8.55. Payment due this month. On Friday 26th May 

we go to Marlborough for shopping and lunch followed by Avebury the N.T Manor House, and to see the stones. 

The cost is £15.50 plus £4 payable on the day for optional tour of the stones. 

VISITING CHURCHES GROUP 

Our first visit in 2017 will be in the afternoon of Tuesday 11
th

 April to All Saints Church, Buckland. Please 

confirm your name on our list of members at the March monthly meeting if you intend to come along, or speak to 

Margaret if you would like or to join our group. All welcome. John Richardson 

EXTREME PIZZA MAKING; 10
TH

 MARCH – TRIP REPORT. 

Cherif and his team at Pizza Express Aylesbury opened early for us and had cleared 

two long tables.  At the first table, we were taught to build our own Pizzas (who 

knew to use rice flour to stop the pizza sticking to the work surface?). While the 

pizzas went into the oven we were able to move to a clean table, drink Prosecco and 

watch the crew clean up our first mess. Very edible pizzas and plenty of 

photographs on the WT U3A Facebook page. We had left before they cleaned up 

our second mess.   

EXTREME AXE THROWING; 18
TH

 APRIL – URBAN AXE THROWING & WILTON’S MUSIC HALL. 

A chance to hone your Axe throwing skills, a useful 

class, should you ever be required to defend our 

neighbourhood from a Zombie Apocalypse. (There 

is a dress code, no open toe shoes!). Experience not 

required or expected. 

In the afternoon, we have a private tour of Wilton’s 

Music Hall which won all the RIBA awards last 

year. £22.00 per zombie slayer; £6.00 per tourist, cheques payable to “Weston Turville U3A (Travel) by March 
General Meeting. We are travelling by train, RMT permitting. There is one place remaining, no wait list. 

EXTREME BUGGIES; 18
TH

 MAY – HONDA PILOTS & RAGE BUGGIES. 

We have booked an event for 20 Buggie adventurers with Banzai Action Sports at 

Stratton Audley, near Bicester. Not recommended for those with Back or Neck 

problems. Contrary to Banzai’s website FAQ, they are OK with drivers over 70. 

We expect to lunch at the Red Lion in Stratton Audley.  

£60.00 per driver; £5.00 per spectator, cheques payable to “Weston Turville U3A 

(Travel)” by March General Meeting.  

EXTREME AQUATIC HOVERCRAFT; 18
TH

 JULY – HIGHCROSS HOVERCRAFT. 

 By popular demand from those that joined the WT U3A more recently, we have started 

working on the logistics for a return to Highcross Hovercraft in Sharnford for a re-run 

of out 2014 event. To raise the bar, this trip will include “over water” instruction for 

those that graduate from the land based training. 

£30.00 per pilot; cheques payable to “Weston Turville U3A (Travel)” by March 

General Meeting. 

For an Extreme experience or to add to our photo album, contact the Extreme Team at extreme@WTU3A.org.uk 

Tel 0777 150 6055 
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